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Lucio Intern From Cornell To Capitol 
 
 
 

Austin, TX – Senator Eddie Lucio (D-Brownsville), believes in investing in locally grown talent 
to help represent South Texas.  "It's an honor to provide opportunity to develop young people 
aspiring to future careers.  The Texas Capitol is a great place for students of all disciplines to learn 
how public policy development is important to their home town.  I'm proud of the many students 
who have gone on to realize success.  It is truly a privilege to play a role in that success," said 
Lucio. 

From Cornell to the Capitol: SB graduate interns in ATX∗ 

After graduating from IDEA San Benito in 2018 and making her way to Cornell in Ithaca, New 
York, Jessica Morales has continued her notable journey toward a career in politics as one of the 
inaugural members of the IDEA Policy Fellowship. As part of the fellowship, she spent her 
summer interning at the state capitol for Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.’s office. 
 
Despite the demands of her first year at Cornell, Morales found time to research internship 
opportunities and felt excited to learn from her mother that her alma mater was going to be 
establishing a fellowship for students who wanted to intern at the state capitol. 
 
“I was thrilled and took the opportunity the moment my mom emailed it to me,” she said. “If it 
was not for her interest in my future, I would not have known about it.” 
 
After the application and interview process, Morales was selected to be part of the inaugural group 
of the IDEA Policy Fellowship that landed her in Austin and gave her a chance to learn about the 
career she hopes to have someday. 
 
“The opportunity to intern in a legislative office was something I dreamed of because one day I 
want to run for office,” she said. “Politics has been a passion for me and being able to be around 
it all summer long was life-changing. 

∗ Lopez, Celeste. "From Cornell to the Capitol: SB graduate interns in ATX." San Benito News, 16 August 2019, 
https://www.sbnewspaper.com/2019/08/16/from-cornell-to-the-capitol-sb-graduate-interns-in-atx/ 
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