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THE CAPITOL REPORT
ABOUT SENATOR DAWN
BUCKINGHAM, MD

D

awn Buckingham is a conservative small
business owner who believes the best
approach to government is “less is more.” As
a doctor, she has witnessed firsthand how
government often interferes, rather than
enhances, an individual’s or a business’
success.
Since making history in 2016 as the first
Republican from Travis County to ever be
elected to the Texas Senate, as well as the
first woman ever elected to represent Senate
District 24, Dr. Buckingham has focused
her attention on improving public education,
keeping taxes low, strengthening border
security, and defending life.
Dr. Buckingham’s tireless work ethic allowed
her to make a significant impact during her
first term in legislature. Following her first
session in 2017, when she was named the
Co-Most Valuable Freshman, she became the
first legislator ever to be named to the Sunset
Advisory Commission after previously serving
as a public member. This historic appointment
allowed her to apply her limited government
principles to the Sunset Advisory Commission’s
review of several key state agencies. In 2019,
Dr. Buckingham became the first person in
58 years with two years or less experience
to be named Chair of the prestigious Senate
Nominations Committee, a key position
responsible for the review of Governor Greg
Abbott’s appointees to agencies and boards
across state government.
Dr. Buckingham’s forefathers were among
the first settlers to Texas seven generations
ago, and that tough, independent, pioneer
spirit is deeply rooted in her personality. Dr.
Buckingham’s commitment to service began
early, serving as a volunteer firefighter,
and she is a graduate of the Texas A&M
Fire School. She is also an avid hunter and
outdoorswoman.
Dr. Buckingham lived at home and worked
two jobs to pay for college at UT-Austin,
graduating Magna Cum Laude and debt-free.
It was during college that she met the love of
her life and husband of 30 years, Ed. Dawn
and Ed both received their medical degrees
from the Texas Medical Branch at Galveston,
and they have two children. Her commitment
to service and recognition for her work has
allowed her to hold leadership positions in
local, state, and national organizations.

ELECTRIC GRID REFORM
Winter Storm Uri was a tragic event that
changed the course of the 87th Legislative
Session. We worked hard to learn what
happened and how to best address the
failures we experienced during the storm.
The legislature passed several key bills that
transformed the governance of ERCOT and
the PUC while also requiring all ERCOT board
members to be residents of Texas.
We also passed the most comprehensive grid
reform legislation in decades - a bill that
reorganizes how Texas manages its electric grid.
Included within the bill is the weatherization of
power generation facilities, natural gas facilities
and transmission facilities to sustain extreme
weather events like Winter Storm Uri. Among
other things, it creates an emergency alert
system where the State of Texas will receive
an emergency alert when the power supply in
the state may be too low to meet demand. This
legislation also establishes the Texas Energy
Reliability Council to enable state agencies and
industry to work together during extreme weather
emergencies and extended power outages.
Additional legislation was passed that
protects consumers from sky-high electric
bills by banning the offering of wholesale
price-indexed products to residential or small
commercial customers. We also worked to
address the economic impact of the storm by
passing legislation that authorizes the use of
securitization to cover the billions of dollars in
excess energy costs.

BORDER
I have always passionately fought to secure our
southern border and this legislative session has
been no different. The situation at our southern
border has escalated quickly into a full-blown
public safety and humanitarian crisis resulting
in our border communities being overrun
and overwhelmed. As a result, the legislature
moved quickly to dedicate over $1 billion to
fund DPS and the National and State Guard to
help secure the border by adding more boots on
the ground and technology to minimize illegal
crossings.
While it is technically the Federal Government’s
responsibility to address the border, Texas will
not sit idly while this crisis spirals out of control
to the detriment of our citizens. A nation without
borders ceases to exist, and we must ultimately
and finally secure our southern border.

PRESERVING OUR HISTORY

Senator Buckingham fights to make sure the voice of rural Texas
is heard in the Texas legislature and focuses her attention on
cutting government, reforming health care, and protecting our
brave veterans.

Texas has a unique and unmatched history that
instills pride within each of us and it must be
preserved. When the General Land Office and
the City of San Antonio were threatening to
move the Cenotaph, I posed the legal challenge
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rates for the Teacher Retirement System (TRS)
and also maintained current health insurance
premiums and benefits for retired teachers.

HEALTHCARE

Senator Buckingham proudly authored and passed the only
piece of legislation this session that protects our historical
monuments, markers, and medallions.

that they did not have the authority to move it.
The courts agreed and the Cenotaph remained
in its rightful place.
Additionally, I am proud to have authored
the only legislation protecting our historical
monuments, markers, and medallions this
session. The fight is not over, but I will
continue to be an unapologetic tireless fighter to
preserve the Texas we love for our children and
grandchildren.
Further more, as a member of the Senate
Committee on Finance, I was able to
successfully advocate for and secure significant
funding for Senate District 24’s National
Museum of the Pacific War commonly known
as the Admiral Nimitz Museum. By preserving
our rich Texas history, our children can grow up
learning history the way it should be taught.

The COVID-19 pandemic brought the value of
telemedicine and telehealth for both patients
and providers to the Texas forefront, especially
for underserved and rural areas. As a physician
lawmaker, I lead the policy changes that allow
telehealth and telemedicine to address the
needs of patients, including making permanent
many of the temporary policies implemented
during the COVID-19 crisis.
As a long-time advocate for patient centered
healthcare, I was proud to author several
patient centered pieces of legislation,
including the prior authorization “gold card”
bill that strikes back against insurers’ prior
authorization burdens by empowering patients
instead of empowering insurance companies and
also championing mental health advancements
through the use of Collaborative Care.

2ND AMENDMENT

(The right to keep and bear arms)
One of the bills my office received the most
correspondence on this legislative session was
the permitless carry bill. This bill brought
Texas in with 22 other states to allow lawabiding citizens the right of permitless carry as
written in the Bill of Rights, while increasing
protections against violent criminals who carry
against the law.

EDUCATION
As a former school board member and a parent
whose children went to public school, it is a goal
of mine to ensure that our kids are taught that
all races are created equal in the eyes of the
beholder. We have always prioritized education
in Texas, and the legislature demonstrated
their continued dedication to our students and
teachers this past session. The state budget
provides funding to ensure that all public school
finance measures created by the landmark
legislation that transformed Texas’ school
finance system, known as HB 3, remain in place
and are fully funded.
In addition to maintaining funds for HB 3,
several critical funding measures were included
to address student learning loss during COVID-19 and Winter Storm Uri, such as funding
for students with dyslexia, autism, and students
experiencing homelessness, and funding for the
Teacher Incentive Allotment. This incentivizes
higher performing teachers to teach in low performing schools through salary increases.

We also passed the “2nd Amendment Sanctuary
State Act”, which prohibits the enforcement of
federal firearm laws and regulations using state
resources if they restrict the rights of Texas gun
owners beyond Texas law.

Other than a child’s parent, there is no one more
important to the development of a child than a
teacher. The legislature prioritized our retired
teachers by increasing the state’s contribution

In Texas and around the nation, we have seen
many companies discriminating against, and
flat-out boycotting, the firearm and ammunition
industries. In response, we passed legislation

Senator Buckingham proudly supports our men and women in
law enforcement and supported legislation that ensures local police departments will not be defunded.
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prohibiting Texas agencies from contracting
with companies that do so. Make no mistake, I
will always protect your 2nd amendment right
to keep and bear arms.

BROADBAND
Remote learning, access to telemedicine,
and economic development all hinge on the
availability of quality high speed internet,
yet 900,000 people statewide do not have
access to broadband. The COVID-19 pandemic
highlighted the critical importance of a robust
broadband infrastructure network to address
the lack of broadband in the state. To bridge
Texas’ digital divide, the legislature created the
Broadband Development Office to implement a
statewide broadband plan and create grants and
loans for entities to expand broadband services.

As a member of the Senate Committee on Finance, Senator Buckingham prioritized public safety and ensured the state of Texas
dedicated over $1 billion in border security since the Federal
Government refused to do so.

PRO-LIFE

LAW AND ORDER

The Texas legislature accomplished a landmark
session in terms of protecting the unborn. As a
strong pro-life advocate, I was proud to jointauthor the Texas Heartbeat Act which prohibits
abortions after the detection of a preborn child’s
heartbeat (as early as 6 weeks). Additionally, we
were able to pass the Human Life Protection Act
which will completely ban abortion when and to
the extent the Supreme Court overturns Roe v.
Wade. Furthermore, we passed a pro-life state
budget that increased funding to $100 million
for the state’s alternatives to abortion program.

As many wish to attack and demonize our law
enforcement, the Texas Legislature stood in
support of the blue by ensuring that cities could
not unilaterally defund their police departments
and jeopardize the safety of their citizens.

ELECTION INTEGRITY
In Texas, we are working around the clock to
make it easy to vote and hard to cheat. Simply
put, the right to vote is a fundamental right that
we must protect at all costs. But in order to do
so, our elections must be secure and accessible.
We are working to make common sense reforms
to our election procedures to prevent fraud and
expand access to voting.

BUDGET
We entered this session facing what appeared
to be a huge budget shortfall. The COVID-19
pandemic looked like it would put a big dent
in state revenues that could have led to state
budget cuts to key programs and agencies
across the state. In the end, Texans persevered
as we always do, and the economy bounced
back allowing us to pass a budget that meets
the needs of our growing state. As a member
of the Senate Finance Committee, we had 4
primary goals with our budget: (1) Keeping
our commitment to education; (2) Fighting the
coronavirus and keeping Texans healthy; (3)
Strengthening public safety; and (4) Reigniting
our economy. We accomplished these goals by
providing $46.5 billion to public education, $34.2
billion to health care including $8 billion for
mental health alone, and $1 billion for border

security. The budget appropriated $248.5 billion
for the 2022-23 biennium altogether while
remaining well within population and inflation
estimates.

The legislature quickly passed legislation that
would require local governments receive voter
approval if they want to “defund the police”.
If voter-approval is not received and the city
or county still defunds the police, the city or
county’s property tax revenue will be frozen.
Additionally, cities who defund their police
without voter approval lose their annexation
powers, and allows the city’s sales tax
collections to be re-routed to the Department
of Public Safety (DPS) for the cost of state
resources used to protect public safety within
the city’s jurisdiction.

COVID-19
From churches being deemed non-essential,
to spouses not being able to visit their
significant others in the hospital, many
“firsts” were experienced during the
pandemic across the state. The legislature
addressed many of these issues so we will
never have to deal with those obstacles again.
Among them are:
• Establishing the right of long-term care
residents to in-person visits with one
designated essential caregiver.
• Designating religious organizations as
“essential” businesses at all times and
prohibits their closure by a governmental
entity.
• Barring state and local leaders from
restricting the business operations of
the firearms and ammunition industries
during a declared disaster.
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87TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
ENACTED LEGISLATION AUTHORED OR SPONSORED BY SENATOR DAWN BUCKINGHAM, MD

SB 4 requires all professional sports teams to play the
Star Spangled Banner.

HB 797 allows home care and hospice nurses to give vaccines to patients in long term facilities.

HB 3584 protects our historical monuments, markers
and medallions.

HB 1164 helps pregnant women with placenta Previa
stay alive and healthy to raise their new babies.

SB 8 protects the unborn by banning abortions after a
heart beat is detected.

HB 1475 helps property owners dealing with building
code variances in municipalities.

HB 3459 reduces interference by a health insurance
company that compromises patient care.

HB 1554 allows a municipality to improve projects that
benefit their citizens without increasing the city’s taxing
authority.

HB 4 expands Telemedicine and Telehealth services to
Medicaid recipients.
SB 632 provides a fast track to Broadband internet access
to a majority of Rural Texas.
HB 4368 backs the Austin Police Officers by ensuring
their pension fund is actuarially sound.
HB 1925 combats the homelessness crisis by prohibiting cities from allowing camping on public property and
ensures those suffering from homelessness are provided
access to resources to help end their homeless situation.
SB 6 gives businesses liability protection from frivolous
lawsuits during pandemics.
SB 672 increases access to mental health services in
Medicaid.
SB 20 protects your 2nd amendment by allowing you to
carry and store your firearms in a hotel.
SB 25 empowers the elderly by allowing them to have a
designated essential caregiver that can visit them during
pandemics or other disasters.
HB 2681 allows the Bible to be taught as a form of literature to students in grade 6 and above to any school
district that wishes to provide the course as an elective
course.
HB 3452 helps military base police coordinate with local
police in felony cases involving soldiers.
SB 941 establishes the State Scenic Byways Program so
our local communities can receive federal funds to improve our scenic byways.
SB 700 is the Texas Parks and Wildlife Sunset Bill which
contained many improvements so the agency can better
serve Texans.
SB 703 is the Texas Department of Agriculture Sunset
bill continuing the agency and making improvements to
better serve Texans.
SB 713 is the Sunset scheduling bill setting the schedule
for the next decade and beyond.
SB 15 protects Texans’ private information when dealing with state agencies by creating the Texas Consumer
Privacy Act.
SB 1090 ensures new Dark Sky communities can form
and building materials codes are fair.
SB 1534 ensures fairness to Dentists and Dental Hygienists when faced with Texas Dental Board complaints.
SB 1677 helps colleges minimize regulatory red tape.
HB 532 designates the portion of State Highway Loop
121 in Bell County between its intersection with Interstate Highway 35 and Interstate Highway 14 as the Deputy Sheriff John Rhoden Memorial Highway.

HB 1560 continues the Texas Department of Licensing
and Regulation and makes improvements so the agency
can better serve Texas.
HB 1699 authorizes a person to hunt unbanded penreared quail or pheasant on his or her property. The bill
would not allow a property owner to exceed a bag limit or
to take quail or pheasant during a closed season.
HB 1831 helps county and district clerks by allowing
them to carry over extra continuing education course
hours.
HB 1929 brings fairness to citizens when being annexed
by a city.
HB 1957 helps Texas Wines by designating a Texas Viticulture area and allowing the distinction to be put on a
label so consumers know what they are buying.
HB 2431 designates the portion of State Highway 173
in Bandera County from the south end of the bridge
crossing the Medina River in the city of Bandera to the
Medina County line as the Master Sergeant Rodney Lee
Buentello Memorial Highway.
HB 2536 ensures children of parents who seek multiple
medical opinions cannot be taken from their parents
solely for seeing multiple doctors.
HB 2822 automates and streamlines the Medicaid prior
authorization process for adults with serious mental illnesses.
HB 2926 helps parents reunite with their children who
have been removed from the home by Child Protective
Services.
HB 3067 includes State Highway 195 in Bell and Williamson counties among the highways designated as part
of the Texas portion of the National Purple Heart Trail.
HB 3115 protects a person’s homestead from being
foreclosed on by a judgement lien by clarifying the time
frame interested parties must act by.
HB 3615 breaks up monopolies within municipallyowned utilities.
SB 1987 creates the River Farm Municipal Utility District No. 1 of Bell County located within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of Belton, Texas.
SB 2193 creates the Matthews Ranch Water Control and
Improvement District No. 1 of Blanco County.
HB 4585 saves taxpayer dollars by allowing the Travis
County Water Control and Improvement District No.
17 to change its election date to the November uniform
election date.
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HOW TO CONTACT

SENATOR DAWN BUCKINGHAM
DISTRICT 24

819 Water Street
Suite 125
Kerrville, Texas 78028
(830) 257-0350
FAX (830) 257-0424

4400 Buffalo Gap Road
Suite 0400
Abilene, Texas 79606
(325) 691-7284
FAX (325) 691-7276

Kerrville District Office

Abilene District Office

2180 N. Main Street
Belton, Texas 76513
(254) 939-3854
FAX (254) 939-3856

P.O. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711
(512) 463-0124
FAX (512) 475-3732

Belton District Office

Capitol Office

http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=24
E- mail: District24.Buckingham@senate.texas.gov

P.O. Box 12068 • Austin, Texas 78711

Dawn Buckingham, md
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Useful State Government Toll-free Numbers
Information and Referral Hotline .......................................211
Secretary of State
Voter Information ........................... (800) 252.VOTE (8683)
Office of the Attorney General
Child Support Division ................................(800) 252-8014
Consumer Protection ....................................(800) 621-0508
Public Information/Open Records .............(877) 673-6839
Texas Workforce Commission
Unemployment and Workforce Solutions... (800) 832-2829
Mortgage & Foreclosure Assistance
Texas Department of Housing and
Community Affairs .............................................(800) 792-1119
Tx. Dept. of Savings and Mortgage Lending....(877) 276-5550
Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner...(800) 5381579
Texas Department of Insurance
Workers’ Compensation Hotline ................(800) 252-7031
Office of Injured Employee Counsel ..........(866) 393-6432
Consumer Helpline/File a Complaint .......(800) 252-3439
Department of Family and Protective Services
Texas Abuse/Neglect Hotline .....................(800) 252-5400
Foster Care and Adoption Information .....(800) 233-3405
Texas Youth & Runaway Hotline ................(800) 989-6884

Department of Public Safety
Concealed Handgun Licenses ................(800) 224-5744
Driver’s Licenses ......................................(512) 424-2600
Surcharges, Driver Responsibility
Program .....................................................(512) 424-2600
Texas Veterans Commission
Veterans Hotline ......................................(800) 252-8387
Dept. of Aging & Disability Services
Office of Consumer Rights and Services...(800) 458-9858
Dept. of Assistive & Rehabilitative Services
Services Information Hotline .................(800) 628-5115
Dept. of State Health Services
Complaint Hotline ...................................(888) 973-0022
Information and Referral Hotline ..........(888) 963-7111
Teacher Retirement System
Telephone Counseling Center ................(800) 223-8778
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Public Assistance Hotline ...................... (800) 687-4040
Environmental Complaints ....................(888) 777-3186
Alcoholic Beverage Commission
Reporting Alcohol-Related Violations...(888) 843-8222
Texas Real Estate Commission
Complaints ...............................................(512) 936-3005

Texas Medical Board Complaints ...........(800) 201-9353
Board of Dental Examiners
Complaints .......................................(800) 821-3205
Lawyer Referral Service of Central Texas...(512) 472-8303
Texas Legal Services Center..................(800) 622-2520
Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid ................(956) 447-4800
State Bar of Texas
Complaints against your lawyer ...(800) 932-1900
Texas State Law Library
Reference Desk .................................(512) 463-1722
Public Utility Commission
Utility Complaints (electric and
telephone service).............................(888) 782-8477
Texas Railroad Commission
Gas Utility Complaints ...................(512) 463-7164
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs
Energy Assistance ............................(877) 399-8939
Weatherization Assistance ..............(888) 606-8889
Texas Dept. of Motor Vehicles
Information Hotline ........................(888) 368-4689
Complaints Against Vehicle Dealers... (800) 687-7846
Texas Dept. of Transportation
Information Line (800) 558-9368

THE TEXAS SENATE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, RELIGION, AGE OR DISABILITY IN EMPLOYMENT OR THE PROVISION OF SERVICES.

