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ABOUT DAWN BUCKINGHAM:

D

awn Buckingham is a small business
owner who believes the best approach
to government is “less is more.” As a doctor,
she has witnessed firsthand how government
often interferes, rather than enhances, an
individual’s or a business’ success.
Dawn Buckingham’s forefathers were among
the first settlers to Texas seven generations
ago, and that tough, independent, pioneer spirit
is deeply rooted in her personality. Dawn spent
her early years growing up on Fox Run Farm
until the family moved to Austin. While she
graduated from Westlake High School, Dawn
remains a country girl at heart as an avid
hunter and outdoorswoman. Her commitment
to service began early, serving as a volunteer
fire fighter, and she is a graduate of the A&M
Fire School.
Dawn lived at home and worked two jobs to pay
for college at UT-Austin, graduating Magna
Cum Laude and debt-free. It was during college
that Dawn met the love of her life and husband
of 25 years, Ed Buckingham. Dawn and Ed
both received their medical degrees from the
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. Dawn’s
commitment to service and recognition for
her work has allowed her to hold leadership
positions in local, state, and national medical
organizations.

Senator Buckingham
by the numbers:
1st: Woman ever elected to represent Senate
District 24
4: Key Senate Committee assignments:
Health and Human Services, Higher
Education, Nominations and Veterans
Affairs and Border Security
17: Counties in Senate District 24
39: Pieces of legislation passed into law and
signed by Governor Abbott
98%: Partnership record of working with
other members of Texas Legislature on
at least one piece of legislation

Senator Dawn Buckingham addressing colleagues on
Senate floor.

Senator Dawn Buckingham being sworn-in, January 10, 2017.

PROPERTY TAX PROTECTIONS
Increasing protections for Texans facing
higher property taxes was a top priority
for Senator Buckingham during both the
regular session and special session of the
85th Legislature. The very first bill she
passed was Senate Bill 1767, which was
approved unanimously by both the Senate
and House and signed into law by Governor
Abbott. This bill provides a simple, yet
significant, protection to property owners by
guaranteeing them the opportunity to respond
to an appraisal board’s evidence used in
determining the value of their property.
Currently, the appraisal district has an
unfair advantage by being able to require
property owners to argue their case of why
their property’s value should be lower before
the board ever has to explain why it thinks
the value should be higher. Thanks to
Senate Bill 1767, property owners will now
have a choice: they can still go first in the
process if they prefer, or they can choose to
go last and see the appraisal evidence used
to base a higher value before challenging
their new amount.
In the special session, Senator
Buckingham defended the rights of
Texans in less populated areas by adding
an important amendment to Senate Bill
1 when this property tax reform was
approved by the Senate. The “Buckingham
Amendment” would have provided all
Texans with the opportunity for the tax
relief proposed in Senate Bill 1 that
would have been automatic for Texans
in the state’s most populous areas. This
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amendment would have provided all
taxpayers in “small taxing units” with the
opportunity through an election to “opt-in”
to provisions of Senate Bill 1 that would
have applied to larger taxing units, such
as a lower rollback rate. Unfortunately,
Senate Bill 1 did not finally pass in the
special session.
Senator Buckingham also wrote legislation
to prevent the value of your property
from being increased during a tax protest
hearing. This protection for property owners
was also added to Senate Bill 1 when it
passed the Senate, but ultimately failed to
reach the Governor’s desk.

HEALTH CARE
As a doctor, Senator Buckingham has
witnessed firsthand how government
often interferes, rather than enhances,
an individual’s or a business’ success.
Less than one week after her election, on
the first day bills could be introduced,
she filed Senate Concurrent Resolution
1 calling on Congress to repeal the
Affordable Care Act. A few short
months later, she was in Washington
meeting with President Donald Trump
at the White House and with Texas’
Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill
regarding a new patient-centered
healthcare plan for America.
As a member of the Health and Human
Services Committee, Senator Buckingham
also passed three important bills to improve
health care in Texas:
• Senate Bill 1148: Prohibits the state
from using Maintenance of Certification
(MOC) as a requirement for state
licensure or renewal and prohibits
hospitals and insurance companies from
relying on MOC for credentialing or
contracting.

One of 10 participants from across the country chosen to visit
with President Trump and his advisors on healthcare reform.

BANNING SANCTUARY POLICIES
A freshman is not usually a leading voice on
an issue as important as ending sanctuary
policies, but Senator Buckingham has never
been one to stand aside when something
must be done to right a wrong. When the
sheriff from Travis County endangered her
family, community, and the state of Texas
by refusing to honor federal immigration
detainer orders on illegal immigrants in
the Travis County jail, she led a press
conference calling on the sheriff to end
this dangerous practice and stop picking
and choosing which laws to enforce. Within
days, this policy was revised, and sanctuary
policies have officially been banned in
Texas with Senate Bill 4 having been
signed into law by Governor Abbott.

• Senate Bill 894: Increases the oversight
of state Medicaid dollars and protects
taxpayers from waste and abuse.
• Senate Bill 697 (companion to
House Bill 1296): Improves patient
outcomes by providing medication
synchronization for millions of Texans
living with chronic diseases. Medication
synchronization helps patients and
increases adherence to prescribed drug
therapies by having all the patient’s
prescriptions ready for pick up on the
same date each month to minimize the
disruption of treatment through delayed
or missed refills.

Member of the Senate Veterans Affairs and Border Security
Committee.
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As a co-author of Senate Bill 4, Senator
Buckingham worked to make sure criminal
penalties were included. This provision has
been referred to as the “teeth” of the bill that
allow for the removal from office any official
convicted ignoring the law.
Senate Bill 986 by Senator Buckingham,
which was added to Senate Bill 4, also
helps local law enforcement by creating
the Enforcement of Immigration Law
Enforcement Grant Program in the Office of
the Governor.

• Senate Bill 1457 (companion to House
Bill 257): Helps soldiers transitioning
from Texas military installations such
as Fort Hood (Killeen) and Dyess Air
Force Base (Abilene) find available
job opportunities through the Texas
Workforce Commission.
• Senate Bill 1075 (companion to House
Bill 271): Creates the Veterans Recovery
Pilot Program to provide Texas veterans
impacted by combat-related injuries
or disorders with access to alternative
medical treatments options such as
hyperbaric oxygen treatment.
• House Bill 2008: Strengthens Texas’
ability to prevent unfair payday lending
practices from being used against our
soldiers.
OTHER KEY LEGISLATION:

Getting some hands-on military training using shooting simulation exercises at SD 24’s Fort Hood military post.

REDUCING SPENDING AND
STREAMLINING GOVERNMENT
Working with other lawmakers, Senator
Buckingham kept the state government
on a diet. The most impactful way the
legislature can protect the state economy
is passing a budget that keeps taxes low
and holds the line on spending while
meeting the needs of a growing state. The
budget passed by the 85th Legislature
actually spends nearly $1.3 billion less in
state General Revenue than the previous
budget and wisely does not spend all the
money our state will collect during the
next two years.

• Senate Bill 631: Allows victims whose
property is stolen to more easily recover
their property by having a hearing to
recover the property in the county from
which it was stolen.
• Senate Bill 694 (companion to House
Bill 1492): Creates the National
Museum of the Pacific War Fund to
allow the Admiral Nimitz Foundation,
which operates the National
Museum of the Pacific War located
in Fredericksburg, to maximize its
revenue potential while eliminating
duplicative bookkeeping.
• Senate Bill 1192 (companion to House
Bill 2639): Protects and increases
safety for all persons who suffer from
Alzheimer’s by expanding Silver Alert
eligibility.

Senator Buckingham also passed Senate
Bill 1831, which establishes a mechanism
to reduce size and scope of government by
identifying unfunded, inactive state programs
that could be eliminated. This bill directs all
state agencies to work with the Comptroller
to provide information to the legislature
that will identify unfunded, inactive state
programs that could be eliminated during the
next legislative session.
PROTECTING OUR VETERANS
While serving on the Veterans Affairs
and Border Security Committee, Senator
Buckingham passed three important bills to
support veterans who deserve our unending
respect and protection for their service
defending our nation and our freedoms:

Senator Dawn Buckingham temporarily presiding over Senate
session.
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85TH LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
RESOLUTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS
SR 35
Recognizing the University of Mary HardinBaylor Crusaders football team for winning a national
championship.
SR 377

In memory of J. Fred Perry.

SR 378

In memory of the life of Stanley Keith Guffey.

SR 692 Recognizing Norm Archibald for his service to the
City of Abilene.
SR 713

In memory of Joseph Ray Perry.

SR 862 Recognizing Rachel Garner for her victory at the
National Junior Olympic Shooting Championships.

SR 379 Recognizing Jerod Daniel and Cory Davis for
receiving the Medal of Valor.

SR 863 Recognizing Paula Hardy on the publication of her
memoir.

SR 380

In memory of Rosa Lea Meek Dickerson.

SR 381

In memory of Cleo Weldon Bay Sr.

SR 878 Recognizing Adyson Aus for winning the 2017
Most Unique Lemonade Award.

SR 382 Recognizing the Howard Payne University Moot
Court team for its performance in a national championship.
SR 383 Recognizing Thor on the occasion of his
retirement as a K-9 member of the Abilene Police
Department.
SR 384

In memory of Julia “Judy” Jones Matthews.

SR 444 Recognizing Larry Gene Pullin for his work on
behalf of veterans.
SR 446 Recognizing March 2017 as Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month.
SR 518

In memory of James Michael Walker.

SR 519

In memory of Joe H. Robbins.

SR 520

In memory of Ivan Wayne “Doc” Schmedemann.

SR 541 Recognizing the Lake Travis High School football
team for winning a state championship.
SR 565 Recognizing Richland Springs High School sixman football team for winning a state championship.
SR 570

In memory of Fay Meyer Dudney.

SR 580 Recognizing Our Lady of the Hills Regional
Catholic High School boys basketball team for winning a
state championship.
SR 595 Recognizing David Glynn Reynolds for his 50
years of ministerial service.
SR 603 In memory of Jonathan J. Golden, Jordan B.
Pierson, Ryan D. Hammond, and Quinn L. Johnson-Harris.
SR 615

Recognizing Charles Duncan for his heroism.

SR 616

In memory of Hazel Ruth Preston Bassett.

SR 628 Recognizing Dian Graves Owen Stai for being
inducted into the Texas Business Hall of Fame.
SR 629 Recognizing the 100th anniversary of the election
of Ophelia “Birdie” Crosby Harwood as mayor of Marble
Falls.

SR 879 Recognizing Pauline Moore on the occasion of her
105th birthday.
SR 880 Recognizing Marshall Crouch for his service to
the Texas 4-H Conference Center.
SR 891 Recognizing Neice Bell and Ceslie Armstrong for
launching a magazine.
SR 906 Recognizing Dustin Lauw for his craftsmanship.
SR 907 Recognizing Roland Williams for his contributions
to his community.
SR 908 Recognizing the Peterson Regional Medical
Center Auxiliary for its service to the Kerrville community.
SR 944 Recognizing A. R. “Babe” Schwartz for his
contributions to the state.
SR 948 Suspending limitations on conference committee
jurisdiction on SB 1148.
* SR 36 In memory of Keifer Marshall Jr.
* SR 37 In memory of Jay Holland.
* SR 38 Recognizing Salado Masonic Lodge 296 on the
occasion of its 150th anniversary.
* SR 39 Recognizing Joe Marshall on the occasion of his
92nd birthday.
* SR 40 Recognizing the dedication of an Official Texas
Historical Marker for the achievements of Josephine Carr
and Scott Schreiner.
* SR 41 Recognizing Christene Holley Cooper and
Charlene Holley Chesshir on the occasion of their 90th
birthdays.
* SR 42 Recognizing Janice Stalder for being named the
Copperas Cove ISD Secondary Teacher of the Year.
* SR 90 Recognizing Franklin Randolph for receiving a
Lifesaving Award.
* SR 91 Recognizing Bill Murphey on the occasion of his
retirement.

SR 639 Recognizing John MacDonald, Matthew Harper,
Chris Shelley, Brian Hammes, and Clark Channell of the
Killeen Fire Department.

* SR 109 Recognizing Jon Ferrell and Michael Garcia for
rescuing the victim of a fire.

SR 680 Recognizing Cheryl Jones for receiving the 2017
June Bratcher Award.

* SR 131 In memory of Robert Morin Shoemaker.

SR 681 Recognizing April 30, 2017, as Living Kidney
Donors Day.

* indicates 1st called session

Passed 39 bills
signed into law
including property
tax relief, reducing
the size and scope of
government, elimination of waste and
abuse, cutting unnecessary regulation,
protecting public
safety, defending
veterans, streamlining healthcare, and
encouraging job creation and economic
development.

* SR 114 In memory of Elise Ybarra.

Proudly working with all Texas leaders, including U.S. Senator
Ted Cruz.
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Useful State Government Toll-free Numbers
Information and Referral Hotline .......................................211
Secretary of State
Voter Information ........................... (800) 252.VOTE (8683)
Office of the Attorney General
Child Support Division ................................(800) 252-8014
Consumer Protection ....................................(800) 621-0508
Public Information/Open Records .............(877) 673-6839
Texas Workforce Commission
Unemployment and Workforce Solutions... (800) 832-2829
Mortgage & Foreclosure Assistance
Texas Department of Housing and
Community Affairs .............................................(800) 792-1119
Tx. Dept. of Savings and Mortgage Lending....(877) 276-5550
Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner...(800) 5381579
Texas Department of Insurance
Workers’ Compensation Hotline ................(888) 489-2667
Office of Injured Employee Counsel ..........(866) 393-6432
Consumer Helpline/File a Complaint .......(800) 252-3439
Department of Family and Protective Services
Texas Abuse/Neglect Hotline .....................(800) 252-5400
Foster Care and Adoption Information .....(800) 233-3405
Texas Youth & Runaway Hotline ................(800) 989-6884

Department of Public Safety
Concealed Handgun Licenses ................(800) 224-5744
Driver’s Licenses ......................................(512) 424-2600
Surcharges, Driver Responsibility
Program .....................................................(512) 424-2600
Texas Veterans Commission
Veterans Hotline ......................................(800) 252-8387
Dept. of Aging & Disability Services
Office of Consumer Rights and Services...(800) 458-9858
Dept. of Assistive & Rehabilitative Services
Services Information Hotline .................(800) 628-5115
Dept. of State Health Services
Complaint Hotline ...................................(888) 973-0022
Information and Referral Hotline ..........(888) 963-7111
Teacher Retirement System
Telephone Counseling Center ................(800) 223-8778
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Public Assistance Hotline ...................... (800) 687-4040
Environmental Complaints ....................(888) 777-3186
Alcoholic Beverage Commission
Reporting Alcohol-Related Violations...(800) 843-8222
Texas Real Estate Commission
Complaints ...............................................(512) 459-6544

Texas Medical Board
Complaints .......................................(800) 201-9353
Board of Dental Examiners
Complaints .......................................(512) 475-1996
Lawyer Referral Service of Central Texas...(512) 472-8303
Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid ................(956) 447-4837
State Bar of Texas
Complaints against your lawyer ...(800) 932-1900
Texas State Law Library
Reference Desk .................................(512) 463-1722
Public Utility Commission
Utility Complaints (electric and
telephone service).............................(888) 782-8477
Texas Railroad Commission
Gas Utility Complaints ...................(512) 463-7164
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs
Energy Assistance ............................(877) 399-8939
Weatherization Assistance ..............(888) 606-8889
Texas Dept. of Motor Vehicles
Information Hotline ........................(888) 368-4689
Complaints Against Vehicle Dealers... (800) 687-7846
Texas Dept. of Transportation
Information Line (800) 558-9368
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HOW TO CONTACT
SENATOR DAWN BUCKINGHAM
DISTRICT 24

Capitol Office
Austin, Texas 78711
(512) 463-0124
FAX (512) 475-3732

Belton District Office
410 N. Main Street
Belton, TX 76513
(254) 939-3854
FAX (254) 939-3856

KEEPING UP WITH SD 24 NEWS AND INFORMATION:
These sources are the best way to follow Senator Buckingham and
keep up to date on issues of importance to Senate District 24
Website

http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=24

Facebook

dr.dawn.buckingham

Twitter

@DrBuckinghamTX

Instagram

dawnbuckingham

E- mail: District24.Buckingham@senate.texas.gov

