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Senator Lois W. Kolkhorst Receives Five Senate Committee Appointments

AUSTIN, TX - Lt. Governor Dan Patrick released his list of Senate Committee appointments for
the 84™ Legislative Session, naming Senator Kolkhorst as Vice Chair of the Health & Human
Services Committee in addition to naming her to Committees on Finance, Transportation, Public
Education and Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs.

“I am deeply honored by the responsibility that Lt. Governor Patrick has entrusted in me, and
look forward to working hard to deliver real results to the families of Senate District 18,” said
Kolkhorst. "One of my biggest requests was to be placed on the Finance Committee, it is rare
that a freshman is placed on Finance and | am ready to go to work. This is a significant
opportunity to protect and promote our District."”

As Vice Chairman of the Senate Committee on Health & Human Services, Senator Kolkhorst
will supervise the state’s public health policy. The Committee is responsible for providing
oversight to a number of state agencies including the Health & Human Services Commission,
Texas Medical Board, and the Texas State Board of Pharmacy. In the 81%, 82" and 83™
Legislatures, Senator Kolkhorst served as Chair of the Public Health Committee in the Texas
House.

With her appointment to the Transportation Committee, Kolkhorst will oversee TXDOT and will
work with local officials on solving our traffic problems and highway needs. As a member of the
Senate Finance Committee, she will oversee the crafting of the state’s next budget, which last
session topped $196 billion. The state budget is familiar territory for Kolkhorst, who spent six
years as a member of the House Appropriations Committee.

With much of the state facing water shortages, the Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs
Committee will be charged with managing future Texas water needs. Being a member of this
committee will be important to Senate District 18, where Kolkhorst has been a vocal advocate
for local water plans. As a member of the Education Committee, Kolkhorst will be responsible
for public education issues facing Texas, including the challenges to both fast growing areas as
well as rural school districts.



Senator Kolkhorst won the special election for Senate District 18 to succeed former Senator and
now Comptroller Glenn Hegar on December 6 with 55.69 percent of the vote, thus avoiding a
runoff. Senate District 18 includes all or parts of 21 counties including Aransas, Austin,
Burleson, Calhoun, Colorado, DeWitt, Fayette, Fort Bend, Goliad, Gonzales, Harris, Jackson,
Lavaca, Lee, Matagorda, Nueces, Refugio, Victoria, Waller, Washington, and Wharton.

Senator Kolkhorst and her husband Jim have been married for 27 years and have two children,
Lois Kate and Jake. Senator Kolkhorst had previously been the State Representative for House
District 13 for 14 years.
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