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A great deal of independent analysis proves that statistical and demographic methods used by 

the Senate Redistricting Committees has produced maps that are gerrymandered in illegal 

ways. 

The Senate Redistricting Committee appears to have disregarded all the input that citizens 

provided them during previous hearings and is rushing to get the maps signed by the Governor. 

There is no time for citizens or analysts to examine all the maps and make presentations in a 

public forum. 

Latino and Black communities have suffered the most from map manipulation. According to the 

Census, 95% of Texas’ growth in the last 10 years was driven by communities of color, and 

Texas’ 2 new Congressional Districts should be drawn to create 2 new minority opportunity 

districts.  

The following are examples of illegal gerrymandering in the Senate maps (Plan S2101):  

Senate District (SD) 10:  This district is proposed to expand to include Parker and Johnson 

Counties.  This district was a part of the last round of redistricting litigation. A federal court 

ordered Texas to redraw this district so that communities of color in Tarrant County could elect 

their candidate of choice (currently Senator Beverly Powell). With the proposed addition of 

these two rural counties, the proposed SD 10 dilutes the voting power of minority communities 

in Tarrant County. The Senate Map moves about 300,000 minority voters out of SD 10 and 

moves in about 328,000 Anglo voters. The current SD 10 is a performing minority district. The 

Senate Map is a clear attempt to change that, which is a clear racially discriminatory red flag.  

Dallas Area: Although the population growth in this area in the last ten years was driven by 

communities of color, the Senate Map splits these communities into five different SDs, four of 

which jump out to rural predominantly white counties. This is classic “cracking” to dilute the 

voting power of minority Texans. Hispanics are the most numerous ethnic group in this area, 

but there is no Hispanic minority opportunity district in the proposed Senate Map.  

SD 25: I live in this district, in the northwest corner of Bexar County, and I am particularly 

concerned about this attempt at illegal gerrymandering.  The following tables demonstrate the 

illegal manipulation of the SD 25 map to exclude portions of Hays, Bexar, and Travis counties 



 2 

which are areas with higher proportions of minority voters:  

• The proportion of Hays County included in this district is slashed from 69 percent to 31 

percent, resulting in a reduction of the percentage of Hays County voters who are non-

Anglo from 41.3 percent to 24.8 percent.  

• The proportion of Bexar County included in this district is reduced from 26 percent to 19 

percent, resulting in a reduction of the percentage of Bexar County voters who are non-

Anglo from 54.1 percent to 50.9 percent. 

• The proportion of Travis County included in this district is increased from 7 percent to 

10 percent, resulting in a reduction of the percentage of Travis County voters who are 

non-Anglo from 43.9 percent to 29.4 percent.  

• The addition of rural counties with fewer non-Anglo voters—Blanco County with 23.4 

percent non-Anglo voters and Burnet County with 21.8 percent non-Anglo voters—also 

demonstrates the illegal manipulation of this district to reduce the influence of minority 

voters 

As this analysis shows, the S2101 map demonstrates the Senate Redistricting Committee’s 

illegal gerrymandering to exclude minorities from opportunities to elect the representatives 

of their choice.  The maps must be revised to allow Hispanic/Latino, Black, and other 

minority voters the opportunity to elect candidates of their choice. 



 

 

 

 

 




