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Message:
The attached two-page analysis presents information from a 30,000 ft view for redistricting
Texas 38 Congressional districts.

A 30,000 ft. view shows where Texas two new Congressional districts should be located. It does
not define district boundaries which will only come from a ground-level view



 

September 18, 2021 

Texas 2021 Congressional Redistricting 

The US Census of 2020 has determined that Texas should have 38 US Congressional Seats.  

This apportionment is analogous to a satellite view of the US and Texas using the 2020 Census 

data.  But this satellite view does not tell where the two new seats should be located and what 

current districts should be carved-up to accommodate the two new districts. 

Perhaps a 30,000 ft look at the census data is warranted before getting to a ground-level 

redistricting plan.  So where should we begin?  A quote from the September 8, 2021, Texas 

Demographics Center article, “Population Change for Texas Counties, 2010-2020,” answers 

that question.  The article states, “Between 2010 and 2020, most of the growth occurred in the 

Texas Triangle and concentrated in suburban areas of Houston, San Antonio, Austin, Dallas 

and Ft. Worth.”  

But Which Suburban Area? 

What does a 30,00 ft look at the 2020 Census data show for these four suburban areas? 

Below is a table showing the number of Congressional seats that would be ideally allocated in 

the four major Texas Metroplex areas.  The number of seats in each area was determined by 

dividing the Total Population by the Ideal Population per seat in each census.  The change in 

number of seats results from subtracting the 2010 seats from the 2020 seats.   

The change in seats for the San Antonio area is 0.26 seats and the Austin area is 0.52 seats.  

With only 3 seats total to work within each of these two areas, it would be very difficult to carve-

out another seat in either of these two areas. 

That is not the case for the Houston and DFW areas since these areas have over 9 seats and 

over 7 seats respectively to work with. 

From this data, the Houston and DFW areas should see a carve-out of one new seat on the 

final redistricting map.  

Population of Texas Major Metroplexes* and New Congressional Districts 

 2010 Census 2020 Census  

**Ideal Population per Seat    698,488    767,987  
 

*Metroplex 
Total 

Population 
# of Seats 

Total 
Population 

# of 
Seats 

Change in # 
of Seats 

Houston  5,891,999  8.44  7,092,093  9.23 0.80 

DFW  4,471,379  6.40  5,426,792  7.07 0.66 

Austin  1,769,536  2.53  2,343,875  3.05 0.52 

San Antonio  2,142,508  3.07  2,558,233  3.33 0.26 

      

*Metroplex consists of counties adjacent to central county(ies)   

**Ideal Population per Seat from Apportionment and Ideal Population (texas.gov)  

Population data from TDC - Redistricting Data for Texas Counties, 2000-2020 
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